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the exploitation and degradation of the natural world and the subordination and
oppression of women. Ecofeminism brings some of the elements of feminism and ecology
together while at the same time raising challenges for both movements.? The radical feminism®
of the 70s and 80s provided a boost for this movement, which has subsequently been taken up
and fundamentally developed by feminist movements in poor countries.

In addition to its enormous influence on ecology movements, the ecofeminist argument has also
served to enrich the feminist contribution to the international peace movement, and the
ecofeminists have formed close alliances with feminist peace movements. Ecofeminists have
pointed out that patriarchal militarist ideologies perpetuate armed conflict and the use of
violence while at the same time destroying the environment and legitimising male dominance
over both women and the natural world.

An example of the way in which these three strands, feminism, the defence of the environment
and the peace movement, have come together can be found in movements such as the one
organised at Greenham Common. In 1981, a women’s camp was established outside
Greenham Common military base in the United Kingdom, in protest against the presence of
nuclear missiles at the base. The camp, which was founded by a women’s group called Women
for Life on Earth, remained for 19 years. During their time at the camp, the women organised
non-violent demonstrations in protest against the huge impact that the use of nuclear weapons
could have on the lives of ordinary people, in addition to the grave consequences for the
environment. For two decades, tens of thousands of women, not just from the UK but also from
many other parts of the world, took part in protests against the presence of 96 US missiles,
each of them with four times the destructive power of the atomic bomb launched against
Hiroshima. The Greenham Common peace camp became one of the biggest women’s protest
movements in the world, giving rise to an international network of solidarity and contributing to
the strengthening of the peace movement against nuclear weapons. During the 70s and 80s,
the peace and ecology movements formed numerous alliances over the issue of nuclear
weapons, and it is in this context that one can understand the importance of the emergence of
ecofeminism in the western world and the way in which it brought together three of the most
important new social movements.

A more recent example of the contribution that the feminist ecology movement has made to
peace is that of Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Wangari Maathai and her Green Belt Movement.
This movement has worked for the empowerment of women and their human rights
through defence of the environment, and since its formation in 1977, the women taking part
have used protection of the environment (40 million trees have been planted in Africa) to
engage in a process that has sought to create sustainable economic growth, demanding
responsible political governance in their countries and, in the final instance, peace. This project
represents an integrated vision of the concept of social welfare that includes environmental
sustainability, non-discrimination against women and good governance.

The woman who perhaps best represents ecofeminism and has made some of the greatest
contributions to this movement is the Indian Vandana Shiva, who has become one of the
fiercest critics of the consequences that the economic policies pursued by western transnational
corporations have on the lives of women in poor countries, using the term ‘bad development'’. In
her words, “violence against nature, of which the ecological crisis is a symptom, and violence
against women, of which their submission and exploitation is a symptom, arise from subjugation

& Mellor, M., Feminism and Ecology, New York University Press, 1997.

° Radical feminism forms part of what has become known as the second wave of feminism, which can originally be
traced back to the USA during the 1960s. As Ana de Miguel points out “[...] Despite the rich cross-section of theoretical
and practical concepts that emerged, they started out from certain common bases. [...] They coined fundamental
concepts for feminist analysis, such as patriarchy and gender. A patriarchy is defined as a system of sexual dominance
which is, furthermore, conceived as a basic system of dominance on which all other dominance is based, including
dominance of class and race. Gender expresses the social construction of femininity. [...] They can take the credit for
having revolutionised political theory by analysing the relationships of power from which family and sexuality are formed
(de Miguel, A., “Los feminismos a través de la Historia” [Feminism Throughout History], in Amords, C. (ed.) Diez
palabras clave sobre mujer [Ten Key Words About Women], 1995, Pub. Verbo Divino). For radical feminism, the central
issues for analysis were sexuality and violence, and they underlined the fact that violence against women is an
expression of social discrimination. One of the main contributions of this movement was the inclusion of issues relating
to personal and family life as part of the political debate.
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of the feminine principle. | would argue that what is currently called development is essentially
bad development based on the introduction or accentuation of the dominance of men over both
nature and women.” *° Vandana Shiva has created awareness of women’s movements in India,
which are using the non-violent techniques advocated by Gandhi to defend their own natural
resources against exploitation.

0 Shiva, V., Abrazar la vida. Mujer, ecologia y desarrollo [Embrace Life. Women, Ecology and Development], 1988,
Pub. Horas y horas.
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Appendix 1.2. Reports by the Secretary General to the Security Council

No. Date Content
S/2005/453 13-07-05 Secretary General’s report on the situation in Abkhazia (Georgia).
e Secretary General’s report on the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon for the period
S/2005/460 20-07-05 between 21 January and 20 July 2005.
S/2005/467 18-07-05 Secretary General’s monthly report on Darfur.
S/2005/506 02-08-05 Secrete}ry General's eighteenth report on the United Nations Mission in the Democratic
Republic of Congo.
S/2005/513 08-08-05 Secretary General’s twentieth report under paragraph 14 of resolution 1284 (1999)
S/2005/523 11-08-05 Secretary General’s monthly report on Darfur.
Secretary General's report on the situation in Afghanistan and its consequences for
S/2005/525 12-08-05 international peace and security; emergency international aid for peace, normality and
the reconstruction of Afghanistan as a result of the war
Secretary General's report on the United Nations Office in Timor-Leste (for the period
S/2005/533 18-08-05 |\ otween 13 May and 15 August 2005)
S/2005/553
30-08-05 Secretary General’s report on Ethiopia and Eritrea
S/2005/553/Add.1
S/2005/560 01-09-05 Secretary General’s eighth report on the United Nations Mission in Liberia
Secretary General’s report on the evolution of the situation in Guinea-Bissau and the
S/2005/575 12-09-05 activities of the United Nations Office to Support the Consolidation of Peace in Guinea-
Bissau.
S/2005/579 12-09-05 Secretary General’s report on Sudan
S/2005/585 07-09-05 (SZ%%Z;ary General's report under paragraph 30 of Security Council Resolution 1546
S/2005/586 14-09-05 Special report by the Secretary General on the United Nations Mission in Burundi
S/2005/592 19-09-05 Secretary General’s monthly report on Darfur (Sudan)
S/2005/596 20-09-05 Secretary General’s twenty-sixth report on the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone
S/2005/603 26-09-05 Secrete}ry General's nineteenth on the United Nations Mission in the Democratic
Republic of Congo
S/2005/604 26-09-05 Secretary General’s sixth report on the United Nations operation in Céte d’Ivoire
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The School of Peace Culture (Escola de Cultura de Pau) was formed in 1999, with the aim of
organising various academic and research activities relating to peace culture, the prevention
and transformation of conflicts, disarmament and the promotion of human rights.

The School is essentially financed by the Government of Catalonia, through its Department for
Universities, Research and the Information Society, and through its Foreign Relations
Secretariat. It also receives support from other departments of the Catalan Government, as well
as from local councils, foundations and other institutions. The School is directed by Viceng
Fisas, who also holds the UNESCO Peace and Human Rights Chair at Universitat Autonoma de
Barcelona.

The main activities of the School of Peace Culture are as follows:

- Teaching _____ __ ______________

Diploma course in Peace Culture (230-hour post-graduate course with 70 places).
Elective subjects “Peace culture and conflict management” and “Educating for peace and in
conflicts”.

Programmes |
Initiatives for awareness and intervention in conflicts, to facilitate dialogue between the parties
involved.
Educating for Peace Programme. The team that run this programme aim to encourage and
develop the knowledge, values and skills needed in order to Educate for Peace.
Human Rights Programme, aimed at encouraging human rights culture through the analysis,
promotion and defence of human rights on both a local and an international scale.
Disarmament Programme, which acts as a specialist advisory service for the campaigns
carried out by various NGOs for the control of small arms and as an advisory body for
international organisations.
Alert Unit Programme on Conflicts, Peace and Human Rights. This programme involves the
day-to-day monitoring of the international situation, particularly as regards conflicts and the
human rights situation in all countries, the movement of displaced people and refugees, the
peace processes currently under way, the different phases of post-war rehabilitation and the
dynamics of development, for the purposes of preparing annual, quarterly and weekly reports.
Peace Processes Programme, which monitors and analyses the different countries currently
pursuing peace processes or formal negotiations, along with countries in which negotiations are
at an exploratory stage.
Post-war Rehabilitation Programme, which monitors and analyses international aid in terms of
peace-building in contexts of conflict and post-war environments.
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